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PREFACE. 


| nena 
——————- 


On closing the last Volume, the Editor took his personal 
congé of his readers, till the accomplishment of the present; a 
more painful duty now devolves on him, that of pronouncing his 
final adieu. A change in the proprietary of the work, by which 
it will pass into other hands, puts a period to his periodical Ja- 
bors, and his pleasing intercourse with the liberal and indulgent 
readers of the Theatrical Inquisitor. For the last three volumes, 
which have occupied a period of eighteen months, one of the prin- 
cipal employments of his time has been the endeavor to afford 
amusement and satisfaction to his readers, to advocate the cause of 
pure and enlightened literature, to repress presumptuous pretenders, 
and, above all, to lay before the public a correct and lively repre- 
sentation of the passing scene of the British Stage. This last, as it 
is the professed object of the work, so is it that which requires the 


- most constant attention, the most patient and impartial exercise of 


the judgment, and the most sincere devotion to the true interests of 
the Drama. The imperfection of human nature affects every hu- 
man exertion; and it is impossible for criticism to be completely 
pure, and totally free from the influence of individual feelings. 
To the misfortune of Literature, it is, in general, too mucha mat- 
ter of party, too much regulated, not by principles, but by feclings 
the most unworthy. The Editor is far from claiming for his own 
lucubrations a degree of merit which he has pronounced unattaina- 
ble; but he with perfect candor protests, that as far as it was pos- 
sible for him to do so, his judgment alone has been exercised, and 
private feeling as much suj-pressed as was practicable. Incapacity 
is a charge of far less moment than rancor or malignity ; and he 
could hear with composure a verdict of guilty pronounced on the 
first, whilst he would, with persevering energy, repel every impu- 
tation of the other. Pretensions are sometimes made, in different 
departments of Literature, at which common sense revolts ; and it 
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s the imperious duty of the ¢ritic to apply the lash unsparingly to 
parvenus of this description ; the miserable defect of feeling which 
their unblushing arrogance displays, authorizes the inference, that 


a slight castigation would be inefficacious ; uur does the Editor 


fecl the slightest degree of remorse for the uamerciful asperity 
which he has, on such occasions, felt it his duty to express. But if, 
in his critical capacity, it should ever have occurred to him, (as it 
possibly and unconsciously may have done,) to inflict the slightest 
wound on the genuine feclings of any modest pretender, or to have 
exceeded the boundary which liberal criticism prescribes, he takes 
this final opportunity of expressing his sincere regret, and referring 
to the failings common to us all to acconnt for such an error. ‘The 
indulyent remarks and kind notices of many friends of the publica- 
tion, would induce him to flatter himself, that, on the whole, his 
labors have been productive of that satisfaction to his readers, 
which it has been his most anxious desire to give, and which could 
alone impart that feeling to himself; and that whatever imperfec- 
tions may have characterized them, they have at least been true to 
all those principles which form the grand chain of society. It 
hete becomes him to express his most grateful thanks to all those 
kind Correspondents who have assisted him in his labors, and to 
whem great part of the merit of the work is due: he would ven- 
ture to bespeak a continuance of their favors for his successor, 
who, he is sure, will feel equally grateful for them, and do them 
equal justice. 

He has intruded longer on the indulgence of his readers on this 
occasion than is perhaps justifiable, but there is a feeling asso- 
ciated with the word farewell which always weighs upon the heart, 
and induces us to linger about that object which we shall never 
approach again. His readers will pardon the operation of this 
feeling, and give him credit for all the sincerity with which he now 
expresses his gratitude for their indulgence, and most respectfully 
bids them farewell, with the confident. hope and ardent wish that 
the new series of the Theatrical Inquisitor may be yet more worthy 
of their approbation. 
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